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Following is bilographioal information on Commmist deputies in the Belgian
Parlisment for the 1947-1948 season.

1. Edgard Lalmend, deputy from Brussels, elected in 1948:

ac Edgard Lalmand, was born at Berchem on 20 August 1894. He is a
grain broker living at 26 rus Fik Guidon, Molenbeek. His first wifs,
from whom he is divoreed, was Signe nee Borgen. On 29 September 1948
hs was married to Jeanns Mullier. )

be ‘Subject was eleoted Commmist deputy for Brussels in 1948. He is a
veteran of World War I. In 1952 he joined the Commmist Party and
boceme a mamber of the Central Committes in 1936, a position he still
holds. In 1838 he became a member of the Political Buresu and the
next year took over as politioml director of the Voix du le,
serving in this capacity until the end of 1939. ¥Ye was arrested in
1940 as "dangerous® &nd evacuated to the south of France where he
spent thres months at Saint Cyprien. On his return from Franos at
the beginning of the oncupation, Lalmand was appointed delegate for
the Liege region by the Commmilst Party directorste. In July 1943
he becams Sesoretary-General of the Party and continues to hold thia
poeition. Since 1858 he has been Cormunal Counselor for Molenbeek~
St~Jean. -

0s Immediately after the liberation of Belgium lalmeand threw himself
into journalism, writing for the Drapeau Rouge. Be glorified the
heroic resistance of the Mmis‘!';?ﬁ m#'fppealed to the people
and to his resistance comrades to continue the fight beside the
Allies. He, at the same time, attacked the policy of the Plerlot
govermment in londom. At the end of January 1946 Subject was one
of the Commmist Party members who went to Paris to meet Soviet
delegates. During the oconversations Lalmand soliocited prompt aid
from the Russimn Commumists for delivery of propagands materiel and
arms.
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do As Minister of Food, he oalled the attention of the Soviets in
1945 to the great moral and politioal adventages the Belgien Commmis
would gain if the presence of a Communist in the Ministry could
sodnoide with a bettering of food conditions. He is said to have
requested ths leaders in the USSR to ask the Anpglo-Saxons for
alimentary aid. In September 1944 Lalmend spoke at all large
Conmmist meetings. From the time that he tock over the Ministry of
. Food, the Communist Party tried to form oslls within that Ministry.
Commmists were especially placed in the service of Food Incpeotian.
replacing reaotionaries. At the end of January 1946, lalmend, who
headed the Communist 1ist for Brussels because he was a member of
the Chamber of Representatives, took an astive part in the elsotorial
campaign o He also presided at mestings of "responsabled of the
various Commmist group’s, spoke at meetings of the Central Committee
and to the "cadres” of the Brussels and Liepe Federations.

e. On 7 November 1946 he attended a conference in ocommemoration of the

Ootober Revolution. He goss to many of the fetes held under the

_ auspioes of the Amities Belgo-Sovietiques or given by the Friends
of Republican Spain and speaks at mestings of Commmist Women and
other’ Party funotions. At the 8th Cangress of the Commmist Party
- Lolmand read the catechism of the Commmist Party which was later

.. printed under the title To Build a New Belgium. Lelmand belongs
to the Honor Committes of "Notre Solldar and is affiliated with
the Charlerol group of the "Front de 1'Independance”. Hs is said
to be one of the champions of "Italia Libera,™ an orgsnization with
leftist tendencies, and a director of the leftist group, "The Friends
of New Poland.” Subject made a trip to Prague in June 1948.

f. He is desoribed as an impossible person, autooratio, drunk with power,
Playing the role of diotator in the Party. He is extremely active
nnd holds under hi.a yoke most of the members of the Folitical Bureau.

2o Samuel Herssens, deputy frm Brussels, elected in 194:6:

a. Subject was born at Brussels on 8 March 1806« He lives at 52 Avenue
Chazal, Schaerbeek, and is married to Luolenns nee Lesaint.
Communist deputy since September 1945, he replaced Xevier Relecom who
resigned. Herssens was elected deputy for Brussels in 19468. He is
& member of the Central Cormittee of the Party, in charge of Central
and Regional Schools.

be He joined the workera' movement at the age of eightesn and beoame

a megbor of the Commnist Party in 1926. He is o former manager of

the Drapsau Rouge. A member of the Brussels Federal Committee and

I?E tive cretary of the Party, he was elected Provinoisl

Oounlelor for Brabant in the last eleotions held before the war (1988).
He was urrested 10 May 1940 and sent to the camp at Bernet, returning
to Brussels three months later. During the occupation Horssens was
Secretary of the Charlerol Federation where he organized the ‘
domonstration of 10 Nay 1642. He worked in the regions of Liege and
Buy and was arrested in July 1943 by the Germans and was détained at
ths oconcentration camps of Breendonck and Buchenwald, then returned
to Belgium in April 1945,

os In October 1946 the ex-politioal prisoners of Buchenwald sent a complaint
through the Anderlecht Seotion to the Central Committee of the Brussds
Federation, outliming various charges against Subject's bshavior in the
camp at Bucherwald., He was accuged of having psrsonally directed a
labor unit at Buchenwald, of being responsible for ocertain msasures
taken by the SS with regard to prisoners and responsible for the
transfer of certain prisoners from Buchemwald to the disciplinary
barracks. At Buchermald Subject was in contact with Jean Marie Possier,
now chief editor of the Commmiet paper, lLiberte, in Iille,
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d. Herssens is a member of the Initiative Committee which backed the
0+D.D.I.Bs ("Organisme pour la Defense des Droits des Immisres en
Belgique™). He was reslected to the Central Committee at the 8th
Congress of the Belgian Communist Party. In 1946 Subject gave a
series of courses at Rixensart for syndicate delegates. In
Decerber 18468 he was Vice-president of the High Coumcil of Middle
Classes, whioh funotions within the Ministry of Economic Affairs.
Subject was instructed to organize the national demonstration which
took place in June 1947 against "lnciviques™ and whioch was sponsored
by the National Committee of the "Front de l*Independsnce - Partisans
Armes” snd the Central Committes of the Commmist Party.

¢. On 12 June 1847 Herasens and other directors of the Central Coomittee
met to discuss the formation of a mew international goocialism. There
was also question of oolleoting funds and recruiting men for Greeoce.
At an extraordinary gensral meeting of the Schaerbeek Section of
‘the Belgian Commnist Party, Subject described the perlismentary
aotivities of the Party. He was opposed to Fasoist methods camouflaged
by the Spesk Govermment "whioh is going to the right", and he oalled
for the unblocking of salaries. As Communist delegate he attended
s mseting on 13 September 1947 held under the auspices of Jewish
associations. At a meeting of protest against the fate of lzmigrants
on the "Exodus”, Subjeot oriticized the existence of camps in Germany.

. He reoalled that the Communists and the Jews were the first viotims

of concentration camps and prostised that the Party would use all its
politionl influence to aid thoss who wish to live in a renovated and
democratic Belgium. During a meeting held at Schaerheek in October
1947, he violently attacked the United States, the trusts and
Ameriocan oapitaliasts. On another oocasion he oritiocized Americs's
attitude in sending troops, materiel and arms to Greease.

f. Subject is always very aotive and frequently spesks at mestings. He
was arrested in the street and thrown into the communal jail at the

- ‘time of the demonstration held by the Amities Belgo-Sovietiques
- against the f£ilm, "The Iron Curtain". ’

~

3. Jullen Vistor Lehaut, Commnist Deputy, elected in 1937s

&s Lahaut was born at Seraing on 6 September 1834. - He is a metallurgist,
living at 4 rue de 1la Colline, Seraing, snd is married to Gersrdine
nes Noel. He has beén a Communist deputy since 1957 and is president

. of the Central :Committee and comwmmal counselor of Seraing.

bs Subject is the son of the founder and president of the first syndiocste
of workers at the Cockerill mills. He began work at the age of
fourteen in the Renory factory, then was employed by the Cockerill mills
where he was aotive in a strike organized to demand universel suffrage.
He was dismissed in 1908. In 1906 he founded the syndicate "Relave
Toi™ with Joseph Bondas, in order to avenge his father, whoss syndicde
had beon destroyed in 1891 by pressure from the employers. In 1914
Lahaut volunteered end fought in Russis until 1918, returning to
Belglum completely won over by the ideals of the Octobsr Revolution.
From that time he made clear his affiliation with the third
International. He succeeded in wimning an eight-hour day for the
workers at Cockerill, During the big strike at Ougre-Marihaye
which lasted six months, Subjeot was expelled from his syndioate
by certain delegatea. He then organized the syndicate of "les
Chevaliers du Trawvail™ in 1921. -

ce Lahaut joined the Communist Party in 1928 and, from the beg
was a member of the Polithure. In 1926 he led an anti-Fascist
demonstration in Liege, for which he was imprisonsd for six months.
Using his talents as a leader of men, Subject was the lsader of the
large-soale strikes in 1952. He was sent to prison for six months
in 1935 for denouncing theeggression against Ethopis. After a set-to
with the Rexists in parliament, he was sentenced to six months
imprisonment in 1936. Hs became s member of the Communist Party
secretariat in that year.

—CONHBRNEAL,,
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de After the oapitulation of France in June 1940, Subject issued an
appeal in the Belgian press, demanding the French and Belgian
authorities, civil as well as military, to facilitate the return of
young Belgians and refugees who were living in unoccupied Franoe
beoause the German High Command wea demanding the economio recovery
of Belgium. He went to Paris to assist in the repatriastion of
Belgians in the Liege area and mnde use the authorization and support
of the Cermans snd was in disagreement with the repatriation services
of the Belgian Embassy in Paris. Lahaut worked olosely with the '
Germans during 1940 = 1941. Arrested by the Germans in September 1941,
he was interned at Neuengem camp from which he returned in May 1945.
He spent about three weeks at the Hospital St. Pierre in Brussels,
but soon resumed his political activitles,. .

e. Subjeot was named president of +the Relgian fommunist Party on 1l August
1945 during a meeting of the Greater Executive Central Comuittes.
Tn November 1946 he was removed from the vice-presidency of the
Chamber. Lahaut is very active and often takes the floor at meetings.
He presided at the Party's fentral Cormittee meating and the Bth
Congress.

4. Ernqst Louils Burnelle, Communist Deputy from Liege, elected in 1946:

a. Subjeot was born on 12 July 1908 at Liege. He is a bachelor, living
at 11 rue du Calvaire, Liege, and is & professor at the high school.
He was elected Communist deputy and communal counselor for Liege in
1946,

b. Burnelle is & member of the Central Committee of the Communist Party
end chief of "agitprop" for the Liege Federation. He also bebngs to
the Brigade Jacquemotte. Formerly chief editor of the Drapeau Rogie,
he is now its political director and continues to serve as commune
‘sounselor for Liege. '

6., dJean Alfred Terfve, Commmist deputy from Mons, elected in 19463

a. Terfve was born at Liege on 28 January 1907. He is a lawyer, living
ot 550 Chaussee de Waterloo, Ixelles, and is married to Andres nee
Legros. Subject, one of tho principal heads of the Belgian Communist
Party, received s Catholic education but remounced this religion
when a.young boy. He becams s lawyer and is a member of the tar at
Liege, ' He belonged to the "Jeunes Gardes Socialistes" when s student.
For two years he was secretary of the Federation of Belglan Publie
Secondary Schools and later a collaborator of the liberal senator
Buisserst. In 1934 Terfve became secretary ‘of the C.V.T.A. {Comite
de Vigilancs des Intellectuels Anti-Fascigtes) which was organized
in Liege and is similar to the French organization of the same name.
This- group includes some fifteen thousand members. He led a series
of extremely aotively campaipgns against the Rexlsts and was the
artist of the pamphlet "Why We Are Fighting Rex".

b. In 19356 Terfve joined the Communist Party. He olaims to be one of
the leaders for ths fight in favor of Republican Spain. In 1940 he
did not renounce anti~Nazism, as did most of the Communiats but
directed a olandestine paper L'Espoir. The day after the invasion
of the USSR, he was arrested Dy the Gestapo end imprisoned in the
citadel at Huy. He managed to escaps on 25 August 1941 with Lahaut
who had also fallen into the hands of the Germansa. Terfve went
underground at Nons and the Borinage area. He was oharged with sagitation
and propagsnds in the Borinage and later with the orgsnization of
the "ront de 1'Independance™ in Wallonia. He was at tho head of the

_Armee des Partisans in July 1945 and named Communist delegate to the
"Pront de 1'Independance™ in March 1944.

c. Elected Communist deputy for Mons in 1946, he became Minister of
Reconstruction in April of that year but only remained in this job
for & few months. On 17 Pabruary 1946 Terfve was eleooted National
Seoretary at the "Front de 1'Independance” Congress held at Brussels.
At this time he was very active and often tock the floor at meetings
and demonstrations. :
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When Terfve assumed his position at the Ministry of Reconstruction,
most of the personnel was replaced by Commmist Party members. Wheh
the Ministry was taken over by Deman, it was reported that several
cars belonging to the Ministry had disappeared. An indiotment was -
issued against Terfwve, charging him with misappropriation of five
hundred milkion franos. -

do Subjeot 1s & member of the Communist Party's Central Committee and
political editor for the Drapeau Roure. He is also a member of the
Administrative Counoil of The rrenoh Alliance in Belgium. He belongs
t0 the National Confederstion of Politioal Prisoners of Belgium and
in this oapacity hes made trips to Poland and Yugoslavia. In June
1947 there was a strong dislike between Subjeot and the Comsmmist
leaders. A disagreement batween Terfve snd Lalmend was based on the
following motives: (1) the question of the use of certain funds in
an affair to which they were not appointed - apparently in the mmount
of millions, and (2) disegreement on the subject of Dr. Lepage,
ex~genator of the Communist Party. In April 1948 Terfve and other
Party leaders went to the Soviet Embassy on several occaalons and
made contaoct with the delegates of the Secret Committee of the Union
of Soviet Patriots (UPS). Subject is reported to be a delegate
of the Western Cominform.

6. Raoul Baligand, Communist dsputy from Charleroi, eleoted in 19462

Ae Rsoul Baligand, a mechanic by profession, was elected Commmist deputy
‘ for Charleroi and Communal Coumselor for Gilly in 1946. He has belonged
! to the Communist Party since 1932. Born at Roux on 4 Jamuary 1913,
he lives at 6 rue de Lodelinsart, Gilly, and is married to Bertha
nee Verkerk.

b, Subject is in charge of local "cadres" and is & very sctive member
of the Communist Youth movement. He 5is ex~-assistant national
commander of the Partisans Armes and president of the National
committes of the Internationsl Brigades, in which he fought with the
rank of captain. In 1939, when liaison between Spanish veterans in
Belgium who had been called to the oolors and direotors of the
Society of Veterans of Spain was ended, Subject tried to reestablish
the contact and published s paper called Espagne. Due to world events,
this sheet only appeared once, and the attempt to reorgenize was
abandoned. In 1941 Subject joined the Armee Belge des Partisans and
became one of the leaders and founders at Charleroi. He participated
in the liberation of Liege and that area.

cs He was elected to the Central Committee of the Communist Party in
1845, In 1945 he carried arms voluntarily and was given a oltation
of second/lieutenant in the reserves. Intelligent, determined and
very active, Baligand is suspeoted of being concerned with the
Communist militia and of engaging in well-organized snd intense
recrulting within the Belgian army. Thls sotivity has ooms to the
attention of the Ministry of National Defense. In 1945 Subject was
eleoted to the Central Committes and in 1948 to the Central Control
Commission of the Communist Party.

de In his capacity as Deputy, he presided at a meeting in March 19486
which was organized by the Charleroi Federation of the Commmist
Party to warn demooratic pesople againat Franco's activities and to
inform them of Belgian polloy. At the mlose of the mecting a vote
was taken on the proposition of requesting the Government to break
off relations with Fasocist Spain. Baligand attends many meetings -
those held by resistance members, meetings of "Belgian Friends of
Republican Spain" and Commmist meetings where he always makes s
spesch glorifying the resistance, commemorating the battles in Spain
and denouncing the reaction groups. He spoke at the 8th Congress of
the Communist Party in May 1946, praising a "demooratic” army.
Aocordinz to Subject, the Belgien Hiph Cormand is made up almost
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entirely of reacticnary elements. 0ffiocers are rsoruited under
conditions which make it practioally impossible for the ®oadres®™

to resch the level of the people. Shortly after this congress
Baligand reportedly sutmitted s project to the Farty for preparatory
military service. Early in August 1848 Subject presided at the
groater National Congress of the Spanish Intsrnational Brigades,

at which he was elected president of the National Executive Comnittee,

Subject is still very active and is often in oonflict with the

s:noo. His wife who was born at Antwerp on 13 February 1908, is a

st Party menbsr in the Bruasels Federatiom.

7. Vietor Joseph Briol, Commumist dsputy from NYamur, elected in 19@6: .

a. Subject wai born at Yontleban on 28 May 1905. Hs is a widower and

1ives at § rue du Ham, Jemeppe-sur-Sambre, Since 18456 Subject has
been Folitical Secretary of the Commmist Party's FNamur Federation
and was eleated deputy for Namur in 1846. '

Briol was Coxmunist representative, as member of the "Front de
1tTndependancs”, in the Committee of Vigilance for Namur. He attended
the Congross of the Communist Party and has been oleoted member
of the Central. Committee. He is also President of the Party's
Federal Committes. : :

. . i
Subjeot in ony of eight children. He began working as a woodeutter
at the ags of twelve. He later worked in the metal industry and
then as loock~kmeper on the ocanal. o

8o Willy Joan Frere, Cormunist deputy frem Thuin, elected in 19463

Ko

be

Subjech, born st Solre~sur-Sambre on 4 May 1916, ia married to

' Lilians, nee Mupin and they live at 14 rus Theo Massart, Fayt-

lex~MNonage. He is en accountant. Frere was elacted Cormuniast

" deputy for Thuin in 1948, He joined the Communist Party 4in 1936 and

soon becsme Politiocsl Secretary for Erquelinnes, then Secretary -
for (rganigation of the Thudinie. Federation. .

During the occupation Frere was Asslstant National Conmander of the
Armpe Belge das Partisans, military "responsable” for the Borinage
Fedaration and finally Assistant National Commsnder of the Partisans.
He returned’ to the Party after the liberation and beceme Politiecal
Seoretary of ths Soignies Federation end, et the same time, Political
Seoretary of'thy Liege Federation. He is a member of the Exeoutive
Central Committes, As official Communist delegate he attended a
mesting to form the Committee of the Centre ares for the"Friends of
Republican Spain“. In his capacity of "regponsable” for ecomomic and
social affairs, Frere belongs to the group of Walloons rapresented
in perlisment.

9, Henri Barthemely Reul, Commynist deputy from Verviers, elected in 1946:

a. Subject was bornm at Dison on 16 November 1900. He is a foremsn in

be

a textile mill and is married to Marie Elie nee Tesson. He lives

ot 247 rus de Vervinrs, Andrimont. Reul was elected Communist depaty
for Verviers snd communal counselor for Andrimont in 1946, In 1945
he was Political Seoretary of the Verviers Federation and member of
the Rural Committas. He is a member of the greater Executlve
Committes of the (ommunist Party.

Deputy and communal counselor, local and federal Party Ssorstary,
Subject is en active element and will blindly obey orders. He is
sald ompable of provoking and even encouraging violence, Subject
reportedly took nart in the strike of 1934, despite his Jjob as
foremsn, snd wag member of the Central Committee for Strikes. He
next became Secorstary of the "Secours Rouge International™ in
1934, end in April of the same year he went to Berlin with the
delsgation to0 damand the release of the Communist leader Thaelman.
He was sent to tho USSR in October 1834. Reul is in charge of
propegands for #hs : X .
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10. Theodore Joseph Dejace, Commmist deputy from ;Aogo. elsaoted in 1946:

o

be

Subject, & commmal instruotor, was born at Liege 7 Maroh 1806. His
domicile is listed at 41 rus Dieudornne Salme, Liegs, but he lives

in Brussels at 17 rue de Poincon. His divoroed wife is Elisabeth
nes Gilles. Dsjaoe, commonly oalled "Theo", was electsd Communist
deputy for Liege in 1948. As early as 1925 he already showed oertain
tendenoies towards Communism. In 1928 he was expelled from the

. Assoolation for Metal Workers because of his propagande work

%0 set up Conmmist cells. 8Sihes befors the war he has oarried on
an aotive campaign emong commmal employees of the oity of Liege.

Broause he was sought by the Germans at the beginning of the ‘
oosupation, he gave up his job of instructor and went into hiding.
Jils conduct during the war was above reproach. Dejace is reported

a8 Seoretary Gemsral of the Confederation Belge des Syndiocats
Uniques. Then he was elected deputy in 1946, he resigned his poa%. '
as Natlional Secretary of the Federation Genera)e des Trawvailleurs

do Belgique (FGTB). He is delegate of the Centrale Generale des
Services Publica, designated Federal Politlioal Secretsry for the
regional Communist Federation and National Secretary of the Syndioats
Uniques.

—CORFIDENTIAE
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